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DIRECTIVE 
06-EX-2 

 
TO:  LIFE AND HEALTH INSURERS 
  HEALTH MAINTENANCE ORGANIZATIONS 
  PROVIDER SPONSORED HEALTH CARE CORPORATIONS 
  MULTIPLE EMPLOYER SELF-INSURED HEALTH PLANS (MEWA) 
  HEALTH CARE PLANS 
 
FROM:  JOHN W. OXENDINE 
  INSURANCE AND SAFETY FIRE COMMISSIONER 
 
DATE:  JUNE 28, 2006 
 
RE:  COMPLIANCE WITH O.C.G.A. §33-29-9(b) 

 
 

On July 1, 2006, O.C.G.A. § 33-29-9(b) becomes effective.  As of this effective date, all insurers operating in the 
individual major medical or individual comprehensive, guaranteed renewable accident and sickness business in the State 
of Georgia must fully comply with all requirements of this section.    Health Maintenance Organization coverage offered 
on an individual basis and Preferred Provider Organization coverage offered on an individual basis which covers 
hospitalization shall be considered comprehensive coverage under our interpretation of this law. 

 
Compliance with this new law includes providing notice to all affected policyholders of the options required by 

Section 33-29-9(b); such notice shall be given concurrent with the required 60-day notice of increase in premium, or 60 
days before renewal if there is no increase in premium and therefore no required notice. Compliance with Section 33-29-
9(b) requires that policyholders be provided with multiple alternatives; therefore, all insurers’ interpretation of 
“comparable” must not be unduly restrictive.  

 
All questions concerning this Directive should be emailed to Steve Carlton in the Office of Commissioner of 

Insurance, Regulatory Services Division, at Steve.Carlton@mail.oci.state.ga.us. 
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     JOHN W. OXENDINE 
     INSURANCE AND SAFETY FIRE COMMISSIONER 
     STATE OF GEORGIA 
 

 


